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Dear Church Family, 

My name is Scott Dodson. I have been given the privilege of serving as one of 
Nashville’s pastors. My wife, Amy, and I have been married for 31 years. Our 
daughter, Amanda, is 28 and she is a fourth grade teacher at Sandridge  
Elementary in Swansboro. Our son, Richard, is 24 and is in school at Appalachian 
State. We have a black dog named Bear.  

I graduated from the University of  
Kentucky with a dual major in Accounting 
and Finance. I became a Certified Public 
Accountant and worked in the business 
world for 15 years. When I answered 
God’s call to be a Methodist minister we 
moved to North Carolina. During my first 
four years of ministry I was a Student 
Pastor attending Duke and serving a two 
point charge in Spring Hope. My next 
assignment was three years serving as 
an Associate Pastor working with the 
youth at First Church in Wilson. I served six years as the Lead Pastor at Grace in 
Wilmington and then four years as the Lead Pastor at Swansboro. 

I am thrilled to be coming home to Nash County. I am looking forward to getting to 
know you and working together to lead people to the saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Scott 



 

Children & Youth 
If you would like to receive the weekly updates contact nichole@nashvilleumc.net 
(King’s Kids) or kaitlyn@nashvilleumc.net (Youth PAC & Pathfinders). You can also 
learn more about our children and youth ministries at www.NashvilleUMC.net. 

—— Children —— 
(1)  Vacation Bible School is here! Children ages 3 years – rising 6th grade are invited to 
join us nightly July 14-17 from 5:45-8pm for VBS! Dinner will be provided. This year’s 
theme is “Power Up: Raise Your Game!” We’ll learn how to ‘level up’ in our faith as we 
turn to Jesus for power and strength. Children’s registration is available at 
www.nashvilleumc.net. Questions? Contact nichole@nashvilleumc.net. Already regis-
tered? Be sure to check your email for updates! 

(2)  Mark your calendars for Sunday, July 28. All VBS attendees are invited back to  
perform at both the 8:30 and 11 AM services. We can’t wait to share with the  
congregation all God will do at VBS!  

(3)  Volunteers are needed to join our Children’s Church teams at 11am and 8:30am. 
Each team serves one Sunday a month. We especially need leaders on the 2nd and 3rd 
Sundays at 11am, and 3rd Sundays at 8:30am, but support for all rotations is welcome. 
Willing? We’ll get you ready! Each team is equipped with a lesson from the ‘Holy Moly’ 
curriculum. Please contact Nichole today if we can count on you! Without full teams, we 
may not be able to offer Children’s Church on a weekly basis. 

(4)  We are hiring! Our nursery is seeking part-time, paid attendants to join our team 
who love Jesus, love kids, and have 10-15 hours per month to serve. Contact  
melissa@nashvilleumc.net for more information. 

—— Youth —— 
To kick off our summer Bible studies, both Youth Pac and Pathfinders will join together 
for lunch and a fun afternoon of bowling on Wednesday, July 10! Meet the youth leaders 
at the church at 11am. To get more information on this event and others coming up, 
make sure you are on the weekly email list by contacting kaitlyn@nashvilleumc.net. 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for our summer discipleship opportunities: 

 Youth Pac Weekly Bible Study – Wednesdays from 12-2:30pm (July 17–August 7) 
This will include a trip to lunch in Nashville each week. Youth should bring money. 

 Pathfinders Weekly Bible Study – Thursdays from 7-8:30pm (July 18–August 8) 

 Passionate Prayer Partners is a bible study for middle school girls. We meet 
Wednesday nights at 7pm on the front porch of the church office. Text Blakely 
Rollins for more information. (252)230-1252. 

 
 



 

If Jesus Lived Inside My Heart 

Naptime and bedtime are sweet times in our house. If you’re the parent or 
grandparent of a young child, then you understand. Each day Asher’s little feet don’t 
stop from the moment they hit the floor—which means our big feet don’t stop either! 

As sweet as the times of rest are, the moments before are even sweeter. Moments 
when we get to snuggle together and read from a stack of children’s books piled high 
beside his glider. While we often read about dinosaurs, bugs, or trucks (yes, he’s all 
boy!)—for the past few weeks Asher has asked to read his “Jesus book” first.  

“If Jesus Lived Inside My Heart” (or the ‘Jesus book’) is a precious children’s story 
that explores the presence of Jesus in our daily lives. Moreover, it explores the 
evidence of Jesus’ presence in our lives. The book is recommended for ages 2-5, 
but each time I flip through its pages, the words speak right to my adult heart.  

The story starts by asking one simple question, “If Jesus lived inside my heart, would 
other people know?” Each page that follows explores how when Jesus truly lives in 
our hearts, other people should be able to tell by our actions, interactions, and 
words. It concludes with the reminder: “And though I live inside of you, I’m here for 
all to see. When others see your acts of love… They’re also seeing me.”  

Each time I read these words to Asher, I can’t help but wonder how an adult version 
of this book might sound, and whether or not onlookers are seeing Jesus through my 
life and the lives of other Christians. Inside and outside the church. In the 
community. In our homes, our places of employment. On social media. In our 
downtime. Through our behaviors and beliefs.  

One of my favorite sayings from Pastor Ralph was to “share the Gospel with 
everyone you meet, and if necessary use words.” As with Asher’s sweet Jesus book, 
I want to challenge each of us to consider the messages our daily lives are sending. 
If Jesus lived inside our hearts… there should be no question from an on-looking 
world. We should bear fruit as a witness to being deeply rooted in His holy presence.  

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control; against such things there is no law.” 

Galatians 5:22-23  

In His Love and Grace, 
Dr. Nichole Huff 
Director of Children and Family Ministries 



 

Ministry in Music 
Ellen Ward will be retiring from her 
position as organist on June 30. We 
asked her to share her history with 
music and memories working at 
NUMC. 

Music has always been an important 
part of my life. I have fond memories 
of my daddy singing while he worked. 
His favorite song was “How Great 
Thou Art” and I sang it for him many 
times. He, my mother, and many oth-
ers nurtured my singing as a young 
child. Beginning at age 3, I sang solos 
at my church, at tent revivals and at 
5th Sunday “Singspirations” in northeastern North Carolina. Piano lessons became 
a reality and I was soon playing hymns for Sunday school. I learned to play that old 
Conn organ at my home church and then graduated to play a newly purchased  
organ. There were so many of us “Baby Boomers” growing up in the church that we 
soon took over the adult choir on Sunday mornings. What a joy it was to sing  
praises to God and to help usher others into His presence at worship each Sunday.  

College and young adulthood did not provide many opportunities to develop more 
musical skills. And then Lynn and I moved to Nashville! We quickly joined the  
Chancel Choir in 1974 here at NUMC and I was able to serve as a substitute  
organist and play the “new” electronic Allen organ. The church offered much support 
for choral music, Christmas cantatas, and special Easter celebrations. Our Whobody 
children sang regularly for worship services and offered inspiring musicals. I served 
as the organist for six years in the 1980s when Jimmy Sutton and Jim Summey 
were the pastors. There were many times I served as the interim organist during 

organist changes. My last tenure 
as organist began in 2006 when 
Wayne Hicks was the pastor.  

Each generation’s music is  
different from the previous one; 
even in churches. While the 
church has certainly grown, there 
has been waning interest in choral 
music and few new singers to 
replenish the voices of others as 

Ellen also volunteers as our membership secretary, assisting our 
pastors in welcoming new members. 



they aged out of the choir. I’d love to see the choir loft full  again with multigenera-
tional singers praising God as well as a larger, vibrant, and multigenerational  
congregation that is spirit-filled and growing in discipleship for Him. Maybe the 
pendulum will swing back to support these dreams one day.  

Music definitely stirs the Spirit and lights a fire within us. Hymns and anthems are 
inspired by scripture. One such scripture passage I learned as a child included 
these verses from Psalm 100: “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all ye lands. Serve 
the Lord with gladness. Come before His presence with singing.” God has walked 
with me and undergirded me with His love to enable me to offer music to Him. 
While I won’t be playing the piano or organ each week, I look forward to lifting my voice 
to Him in song just as always. As John Wesley wrote “Do all the good you can, by all 
the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times 
you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.“ 

With His Love,  
Ellen Ward  

 

We look forward to Ellen continuing to share her love of music, along with other musicians in the church. Ellen and Amy 
Elks also help with our youth choir, The Grateful Girls. 



Dakota Compito, his family, and fellow scouts have been working faithfully at NUMC as 
Dakota completes his Eagle Scout Project. We are honored that Dakota chose to make 
much needed improvements to the recently purchased lot behind Cockrell and Braswell 
Halls. Working with trustees, selected trees and bushes were cleared not only to 
beautify the lot—but also to help open the line-of-sight in that area, making it more safe 
and secure. Cement was then poured under the picnic area at the Bus Garage (Fun 
Fact: The picnic area was also an Eagle Scout project completed by Jacob Allen). We 
asked Dakota about his history with scouting and why he decided on helping NUMC for 
his Eagle Scout Project. 

When did you start in scouts and what 
troops have you been involved in?  

I joined Cub Scouts at the age of 6 at the 
Troop 274 in Wilmington, NC. When I 
came to Rocky Mount, I joined Troop 76 
as a Webelos, then earned my Arrow of 
Light. After earning my final rank of Cub 
Scout,I joined my current Troop 7. 

Who was your most influential leader? 

The most influential leader while working 
on this project was my step-father, Bill 
Boddie, Jr. He is the sole reason I began my journey as a Boy Scout and soon to be an 
Eagle Scout. He achieved his Eagle Scout, the highest rank in Scouting, and shared 
several memories about being in scouting and how helpful it was in his life. 

What have you enjoyed most about scouts?  

I have enjoyed the bonding with the other Scouts and learning how to work through the 
conflicts we came across to achieve the goals that are wanted.  

Why did you decide to help NUMC for 
your project?  

I chose NUMC because this is currently 
the church I attend and I truly love this 
church and the church community. I felt 
that the congregation that attends 
NUMC deserves this act of kindness.  

 

Eagle Scout Project 

Lots of equipment was brought in to help clear the many 
overgrown bushes and vines separating the main church 
building and bus garage. 

Dakota recruited the help of friends and family to help with 
his Eagle Scout project. 



Before and after pictures of the area between the church & bus garage 

Before and after pictures of the bus garage picnic shelter 

Before and after pictures of the lot beside the Bus Garage. 

How did you raise the money for the project?  

Through several fundraisers including holding a Hardee's lunch at my school, 
Rocky Mount Academy. I also sold orchids and requested donations through a 
letter writing campaign to friends and family.  

What has been most challenging and rewarding about the project?  

The most challenging part of this project was taking out the huge brush filled with 
vines and thorns. The cuts and scratches were absolutely brutal, but the brush is 
now gone and looks better than ever in that area. The most rewarding part is 
having the thankful people around me that constantly remind me how impactful my 
project was to them. It is absolutely heartwarming to know I’ve changed my 
community. I hope the project we have done at the church can find even more use 
in the future. 

Dakota has additional work that he’d like to complete. He’s used all donations, but 
would love to get stumps ground, add more gravel, finish defining beds, and add 
pine straw. If you would like to give in order to have this additional work done, 
donations can be made through the church offering. No amount too small! 
Designate to Eagle Scout Project. 



Safe Sanctuaries Training: Safe Sanctuaries Training is required once each calendar 
year for anyone working with children, youth, or vulnerable adults. Training will be offered 
again on July 14 at 3pm. This training will be especially helpful to those that need renewal 
to serve at VBS. If you’re not sure if you are due to retake the class, contact Jackie at 459-
7178 or Jackie@nashvilleumc.net. 

Ice Cream Social: We’re asking ice cream lovers to bring their favorite homemade ice 
cream for the social honoring Pastor Scott and Amy on Monday, July 8 at 7pm. Contact the 
church office if you can bring a gallon or two (email info@nashvilleumc.net or text  
252-314-1118). 

Methodist Men's Breakfast: Our UMM Breakfast will be on Sunday, July 14 at 7:30am in 
Cockrell Hall. All men are invited for great food, fellowship, and a short meeting to discuss 
upcoming ministry events.  

Women’s Book Club: Need summer reading inspiration? Join us Wednesday, August 7 at 
6:30pm as we discuss “Becoming Mrs. Lewis: The Improbable Love Story of Joy Davidman 
and C. S. Lewis” by Patti Callahan. Childcare will be provided. Available on Amazon ($15) 
or by request through the church office.  

Prayers with the Pastor: Join our Prayer Warriors every Tuesday morning at 7am in the 
Parlor as we pray for those in our congregation and community. 

Blood Drive: An opportunity for thirty minutes of your time to mean life for up to three 
people in need of blood comes your way on Monday, July 11, 2:30-6:30pm in Cockrell Hall. 
For information or to schedule a donation, contact Brian Lindquist at 252-314-7211 or 
blindquist57@gmail.com. 

Organist Needed: We are searching for an organist to play for our 11:00 Traditional 
Worship Service. Resumes should be submitted to info@nashvilleumc.net. 

Can you Serve? We need additional volunteers for 8:30 & 11am Children’s Church. 
Contact nichole@nashvilleumc.net to join a monthly team. 

WDS Registration for the 2019-2020 school year is now open. If you have any questions 
or would like to schedule a visit, contact Denise Calloway at school@nashvilleumc.net or 
459-7636. Visit WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/WEEKDAY_SCHOOL for applications. 

Men's Bible Study: Our men have a Bible Study every Tuesday at 8:30am in the Bus 
Garage. This study includes men from several other churches in our area. Come study 
God's word with others who are growing in their faith.  

Prayer Watch: Join with others at NUMC if you desire to pray for the church, our  
nation, government, and individual needs. Come monthly on the fourth Friday at 6pm 
upstairs in the War Room. Contact Marilyn Poll (252-452-3006) with any questions. 

 

 

Events 



Trustee Work Areas: If you find a repair that needs to be made, please refer to the printout 
available in the workroom, kitchens and online at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES. 
Cleaning needs can be written in the notebooks in the information centers. 

Lost & Found: We have a Lost & Found area in the Work Room (room with the drink 
machine) with several coffee mugs, glasses, and other items. We are putting coats and 
other clothing in the coat closet in the Gathering Area. We’ll keep items for 6 months and 
then they will be donated to Faith Christian Ministries. 

Team Java:  We could use extra help in cleaning up the coffee areas after the 11:00 
service begins. If you can help, email info@nashvilleumc.net or text 252-314-1118. 

Photography: We are always looking for pictures to post on social media. If you have 
pictures of church events, text to 252-314-1118 or email to info@nashvilleumc.net. 

  

 

 

prayers 
Do you have a prayer request or 
want to pray for those in need? Join 
our Prayer Chain.  

Contact our office at 459-7178 or 
info@nashvilleumc.net to be added 
to the email or phone distribution list. 

Submit prayer requests to 252-459-
7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. Join 
our Prayer Warriors on Tuesday 
mornings at 7am in the Parlor for 
Prayers with the Pastor. They pray 
for our community, country, and all 
prayer requests in the church. 

Nashville United Methodist Church 

@nashvilleUMCNC 

stay connected 
Get schedules for Children, Youth, and Adults at our 
Information Centers located at both entrances. You will 
also find brochures on various ministry groups, Church 
Council Minutes, and more. 

Save a tree and postage costs by receiving your  
newsletter via email or view the newsletter anytime at 
www.NashvilleUMC.net. 

To schedule a church event, complete the church event 
form at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES and submit 
to info@nashvilleumc.net 

 

Events 



Do You Have an  
Upcoming Event? 

Schedule events using the Church 
Event Form in the workroom or 
online at NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES. 

Additions to the bulletin should be 
sent to the church office by Mondays 
at noon. Newsletter deadline is the 
10th.  
You can also find finance guidelines, 
bus reservation information, and 
more—all  on the RESOURCES 
webpage. 

Attendance 
2019 YTD Average Attendance 

8:30 Praise & Worship: 248 
11:00 Praise & Worship: 83 

Traditional: 73 

Average of all Services: 495 
Includes special services and those on 

retreats & mission trips. 

 

Facts & Figures 



Weekly Events Special Dates 

Sunday 
  8:30am Praise & Worship Service 

10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Service 

11:00am Praise & Worship Service 

  6:00pm Spirit Small Group : Parlor 

Monday 
  7:00am WICK Emmaus : Hardee’s  

Tuesday 
  7:00am Prayers with the Pastor : Parlor 

  8:30am Men’s Bible Study : Bus Garage 

  6:30pm Women’s Study : Church Office 
 (See Church Calendar for meeting dates) 

  7:00pm AA : Bus Garage 

  8:00pm NarAnon : Basement 

Wednesday 

12:00pm Youth PAC Bible Study 
  Basement beginning July 17 

  6:30pm Choir Practice : Choir Room 

  7:00pm Passionate Prayer Partners 
 Church Office Steps 

  7:00pm Praise & Worship Team Practice  

  8:00pm NA : Bus Garage 

Thursday 

  7:00pm Pathfinders Bible Study  
 Basement beginning July 18 

  7:30pm Disciple I : Library  

Saturday 
10:00am La Estrella Ministry 
 4118 W Hwy 97, Stanhope 

Team Meetings 
July 3 Administrative Chair Breakfast 
 6am : Oak Level Café 

July 10 Trustees, 7pm : A205 

  Audit Team, 7pm : B104  

July 16 Weekday School Board 
 not meeting in July 

 Finance Team - not meeting 
 in July 

July 18 Church Council On-Boarding 
 5:30pm : Cockrell Hall 

July 1 NUMC Serves @ Compassion Café 
 11am : Bus Garage 

July 4 Office Closed 

July 8 Meet & Greet Ice Cream Social 
 7pm : Cockrell Hall 

July 11 Blood Drive 
 2:30pm : Cockrell Hall 

July 14 UMM Breakfast 
 7:30am : Cockrell Hall  

 Safe Sanctuaries 
 3pm : Cockrell Hall 

July 22 Church Council 
 7pm : Cockrell Hall 
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